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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS JUKICHE SASAKE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS KAKUJI. 1SHIGAKI 

Review of the Staff Judge Advocate 

“1. The attached record of trial.of the case of Jukichi Sasaki and 
Kakuji Ishigaki, tried at Yokohama, Japan, from 21 May 19):3 to 1 June 1948, 
by a Military Commission appointed by paragraph 2, Special Crders No. 113, 
Headquarters. Eighth Army, United States Army, dated 18 Mas 29hS » having 


been referred. to the Staff Jue; ze Advocate, this review thereof is submitted 
to the cm aeanE peuener site e 


. Personal Data Gongerning Accused 














NAME: Jukichi. Sagal 1 DATE OF CONFINSMENT: 22 March 19448 
AGE: _ 13 a ~ DATE OF ARRAIGNMENT: 2) May 1918 
RESIDENCE: “Akita Petcare, Ragnios PLACE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
un, Akebono Yaga» Nagaita, Tatara “PERLOD OF TRIAL: 21 May 1948 to- _. 
“HL Seo a Pls inertlip) Cle eet lei pers ais 
- MARITAL STATUS: Mary ad: ire gee te ae 2 co ee _ BATE OF SENTENCE: I June 198 ~ 
RERRIIVES: | “One pace oh Wifes. sit” + SENTENCE: CHL for five (5) years -. 
children*, = nay Mab MENDED BY COMMESSIOY: © = ~ 
Ff EDUCATION: Bight years: “schooling? reat ee t, at : Ses zie 
VOCATION.S--Fdrmer’ * ” =e alee oa ; o- ao seh gatia g eacteae 
~. MILITARY CAREER:. Coat? 1.927 +o. shee atl oo. : 
~ + dtly 1928, Pre in infantry, Akita ~ enn t{F* es ear ace eee 
> 8th. Division, duty as tight” machine ., ne: x 
- gunner; September 1937 to November Ae ~~ 
1939, rank of Superior Private, ® y. ; 5 Mend oe 
- Akita 108th Division, duty as-light _ peo neamn tee in, Fae 
- Machine gunnere. te : 
NAME: Kakuji Ishigaki DATE OF CONFINEMENT: 22 Niarch 198 
AGE: 0 DATE.OF ARRAIGNMENT: 2h May 1918 
RESIDENCE Akita Prefecture = Kazuno- PLAGE OF TRIAL: Yokohama, Japan 
gun, Setaishi , Aza, Hachimondai 2-2 PERIOD OF TRIAL: 21 May 1948 to 
MARITAL STATUS: - Married : 1 June 1948 


RELATIVES: Father, two brothers, five DATE OF ACQUITTAL: 1 June 19,8 
sisters, wife, five children. 

EDUCATION: Six years elementary 

“school 

VOCATION: - Farmer 

MELITARY CAREER: None 





— 


De . Synopsis of Charges, Pleas, Findings and Legal Sufficiency: 


Legally 
Charges and Specifications: Pleas : Findings Sustained 
SASAKT © 
Charge: Accused, during a time .of NG G Yes 


(Pl of 6 , Sasaki et al, Case No» 315) 
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war between the United States ‘of 

America, its Allies and Dependencies, oe 
and Japan; did violate ‘the Laws and 

Customs of Tae f 


‘Sp: ‘Is In or Abe (pevenber 19lilt, the NG NG 
‘accuséd, Jukichi Sasaki, did willfully © A 

and unlawfully mistreat and abuse Pat: 

R, Howell, an- American Prisoner of Fenn 

Wary by beating him. Se 


Sp 2: Between ae Saas. a9 nae NG ONG 
15 August 1915, the accused, did 

willfully. and unlawfully mistreat and 

“abuse one Urban, an American Frisoner 

“of War, by beating: hin. 


Sp 32. Between 1s Septembee a and NG G Yes 
- 15-August 1945, the accused, did will- 
., fully and unlawfully mistreat and capes “tery 
_ abuse Charles. Stewart, an American — a j 

: Frisoner of War sy by beating hime 


Sp he Between 15 ‘September 19h; and NG . G. Yes 
15 August 195, the accused, did - ma eke 

willfully and unlawfully mistreat and 
--abyse Maurice a-Mazer, an American. _ se: 
; Prisoner’ of Vere ‘by: pesuage him. att Ge re 


Sp Ss On, or: beet dy aly. 195e, the ee F NGS Sie. ie G _ aes 
“sBRoused did willfully and unlawfully- at Me 
Z mistreat . and abuse Curtig . Be Gartneny ag oe eT Sige kee zh he ee Ey oF oa 

o-~ an Ameridan “Episoner of War, ‘By 2 see ees [Fas P oe 

Beatihe hime Mit seule we OT : ees 





a 
Fa lapeiWlipiee |) ae Ao == 3 


~-Sp 6: In or about April Lous, the “Sihdee aiNGiS ENGitieee “Frat eit 
accused, did willfully and unlawfully... 

mistreat and abuse Géorge W, McCullough, ; : as 
an American | Prisoner of aE 5 by Beabs ees if ones } 
"ing: “tems at cee, . Perth, aelae eee aoe ee es 


Sp. 7: Betwech 15 September 191i); and - NG NG 
15 August.19h5, the accused, did- 
‘willfully and unlawfully mistreat and on 
abuse. Claude H, Harrell, an American Sete ae 
' Prisoner of War, by beating him. 


. Sp 8: Between 15 September 19) and NG NG 
15 August 1945, the accused, did - ASL 
willfully and unlawfully mistreat 

_ .and.abuse Stanley G. Allen, an- 

- American Prisoner of War, by beating 
hime ae 


_sp 92 -In or about rebrtary 1945, the NG G. Yes 
accused, did willfully and unlawfully i 

mistreat and jabuseBill B. Haynie, an 

American Prisoner of War, by beating 

hime 

“Sp 10: In or about December 19h, NG ING 

the accused, did willfully and unlawfully 

mistreat and abuse Albert L..Protz, 





(p 2-0f 6 » Sasaki. et a, Case No. 315) 
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an American Prisoner of War, are 
ing him. | Nees ca 


Sp 11: Between 15 September olds to. NG NG 
15 August 1945, the accused, did. 
willfully and unlawfully mistreat and 

,abuse: Shelby Embry, an American 

Prisoner of War, by beating him. 


Sp 12: Between 15 September 19h and | NG , NG 
15 August 1945, the accused, did will- 

fully and unlawfully mistreat and abuse 

George E. Felty,; an American Prisoner 

of War, by beating hin. 


Sp 13: In or about July 1915, the accused, NG _ NG 
did willfully and unlawfully. mistreat ‘ 
and abuse Elmer E. Bowers, an American 

Prisoner of War, by beating him. 


Sp 1h: Between 15 September 19) and NG NG 
15 August 195, the accused, did will- 

fully and unlawfully mistreat, abuse ~ 

and beat numerous American Prisoners 

of War. 

LSHEGAKI ye ees BPM ee 
. Charge: Accused, during a time of ties) > NG ro ee eG 
ates betweén the United States of" ~ - * . i 
Mferica; *its Allies and Dependent 1e9,°. Ag ewe te 


«. «and Japan, y did violate the" Laws? and - ; a AP pe 


~ Customg of Wars > - ani ee : 
‘ ‘ = oe wis 


‘Sp 1: Between 1g bcoptenber 19h and _ NG NG 


15 August 1945, the accuséd,. did ( - 
willfully and unlawf uk fy mistreat 

Stanley G; Allen; an American e 

Prisoner of Jar,” by beating and other Pee abe 
_wise abusing him. : 


Sp 2: In about December 19h,. the NG NG 
accused, did willfully and unlawfully 

-mistreat Elmer E. Bowers, an American 

Prisoner of War, by beating and other- 

wise abusing him. 


Sp 3: Between 15 September 194) and NG uG 
15 Auguet 1945, the accused, did 

willfully and unlawfully mistre 

Edward C, Ganfiéld, an Nea 
- Prisoner of War, by beating and other- 

wise abusing him. 


Sp hs Between 15 September 194 and NG NG 
15 August 1945, the accused, did will- 

fully and unlawfully mistreat Robert - 

C. Sheats, an American Prisoner of 

War, by aay nee and otherwise abusing 

hime 
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Sp 5: That in November 19h, the  - NG 
accused, did willfully and unlawfully 

mistreat Hoyt R. Haynie, an American 

Prisoner of War, by beating and other- 

wise abusing him. 


Sp 6: Between 15 September 19h and NG NG 
15 August 1945, the accused, did will- 

fully and unlawfully Terese Wilborn 

O. Lacewell, an- American Prisoner of 


: War, by beating and otherwise abysing 


, 


“him. 


Sp 7: Between 15 September 19h), and NG NG 
15: August 1945, the accused, did will- 

fully. and: unlawfully mistreat Albert 

L.Protz, an American Prisoner of 

War, by beating and otherwise abusing 

him. 


Sp 8: Between 15 September 19) and NG NG 
15 August 195, the accused, did will+ 

fully and unlawfully mistreat Clyde . > 

Winters, an American Prisoner of War, 

by beating and otherwise abusing him. 


Sp 9: Betweent15” Sept ember 19h and . > NG SS SR esONC Ee, co ee 
15 August 1945, the accused,“did will: - ae : - 
fully and unlawfully mistreat Philli AID ess ok ae 
"wlann, aa-American Prisoner of War, ps - 4 - 3 eee re 3 
— Oe Peabing, a other ge EU SEe: tm ee he: 2 > . Ba te ele 8 


Sp 10% Se Eweey 15 September Toul mands NG NG 
15 August: 1945), the > Accused, “did will- 
fully and unlawft ‘¥.mistreat’ numerous. - ho eigerste: | get Oe 
American Prisoners ofeWar, Other than ui 

those specified.hereinabove, by - seeks 

beating snahotr se abusing them. %* 38 est a sche : a 








3. Summary of the Evidence: 
a. For the Prosecution: 
As to Specifications 1 and 2 (Sasaki): Not Guilty. 


As to Specification 3 (Sasaki): Accused Sasaki, knows as "The 
Pig", was a company guard from 15 fapise 9k to about 15 August 195 at Pw 
Camp No. 6 located near Hanawa.e It was his duty to escort Pi's to-and from 
the cdamp and the mine, a distance of approximately two and one-half miles. 

PW Goodman states that in July 1945 he saw "The Pig" beat Stewart about his 
head six or seven times with a wooden club. This beating took place on the 
road a mile out of camp and the reason for the beating was that Stewart was 
too weak to keep up with the column. Stewart was rendered unconscious and 
carried to. tne mine hospital for medical treatment and could not work for two 
weeks thereafter (Ex 15), Stefanski: Stewart, a member of Section -C, was 
always sick, suffering from dysentery and a bad stomach. One day fellow Pij'!s 
were helping Stewart along when the accused gave him a bad beating. Stefanski 
did not see the beating but saw Stewart the same day after returning from the 
mine and was told by him and other members of Section -C about the beating. 
Stewart's head was split open by the blows he received from "The Pig" who was 
usually in charge of. Section )-A (2xs 30, 31). FW Stewart, the victim, states 
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that "The Pig" was in charge of marching the work detail from the camp to the 
minee One morning during July 195, he lagged behind because of his weakened 
Physical condition, whereupon accused beat him with a club, the first blow 
being on his right shoulder and as he started to sink to the ground, accused 
struck two blows on his head causing him to lose consciousness. He was later 
told by other PW's that "The Pig" continued to beat him with the club about 
his body and kicked him on his back, thighs and legs. When he regained 
consciousness, other Pi's were carrying him to the mine where he laid in the 
rest house during the day and was helped back to the camp that night by fellow 
Pits, He remained a patient in the camp hospital for approximately one week 
(Ex 32). Confirmed by others (Exs 29, 35). 


As to Specification 4 (Sasaki); PW Mazer states that he had a 
small knowledge of Japanese and talked to the guards once in a while. On one 
occasion he was trying to learn the Philippines situation from "The Pig" and 
remarked that some day he would get even with him for the punishments he had 
given all the men. As a result of this statement he was beaten about his 
face and head by "The Pig" to such an extent that his upper bridee had to be 
removed and his back was seyorely injured, (Ex 2h). , St 


A am mate tne 


him for riding on the back of a mine cart instead of 
pushing it. Accused beat him across his back with a club and after the cart 
had stopped with his fists knocking out a five tooth bridge (Ex 13). Pw 
McCullough: About the middle of April "The Pig" caught him and.Podro Garteman 
riding the ore eart down:to the main line in the mine. Aécused stood them_at 
attention and begtthem severely about the face and head With his hands | ~ 


As to Specification 5 (Sasaki): PW Gartman states that on Jul 
1h "The Pig" attacked ¥ 





(Ex 25), epee” aw 3 a - a ee - 
aa tie As to Specification”6,.7, and °- (Sasaki) : Not Guilty. - cena sie 
; = sR 2 eee ae Sedo Re ce ‘ SOB potest No % 
a~ 2 Agto Spoification®9 (Sasaki): PW Bryant: An February 195, 7 
accused Beat Bill Naynic with heavy -sticks because Haynie and another @W o.oo 
7 * « dropped back to help Bryant get-up the Will, On another day in Februery, Bill 
- Haynie was in charge of “Section l-A and six or seven P's had eaten thelr ~ 1] 


“rice before lunch time fgy whieh "The Piz" ordered Haynie to beat them. 

- He refused to do so and“"The Pig" beat Haynie about the. face and body and “ 
‘kicked him on the shins for approxin@tely fifteen to twegty minutes (Ex ). 
PW Bill: Haynies"the-victim, states that Sasaki, "The Pi#g",-gava him a Beating 
-one day in February 1945 for fifteen minutes, Hg refers to Sasaki as the 
worst guard of the lot. Haynie was in charge of a mininz detail of sixty- 
four men. On arrival at the mine "The Pigt inspected the mess gear and 
found seven men did not have their dinner ration of rice. Thereupon he 
marched those. Pi!s to the guardhouse and ordered Haynie to beat them. He 
refused and accused beat him with his fist in front of the detail for fifteen 
minutes, bruising him badly about his head, and also kicked his shins, He 
was not physically able to work after the beating (2x-16),° +: BS , 


+ 


As to Specifications 10, 11, 12, 13, 24 (Sasaki): Not Guilty. 
As to all Specifications (Ishigaki): Wot Guilty. 


be For theefense: . 
Accused, Jukichi Sasaki, after being warned of his rights as 

a witness, took the stand and testified on his ovwm behalf~ He was employed 
as a civilian guard transporting Pi's between the Pil Camp and the Osaruzawa 
Mine between 15 August 194) and 15 August-1945; always escorted mining 
section -number one, and like all zuards carried a stick. He once slapped 

a PY but never beat any into unconseiousn-ss. Slapped Gairtmen boeausc he was 
riding on a car which was dangerous, He denied all charges. On cross- 
examination, stated he was instructéd by the branch camp commandant to turn 
over any FWts who violated regulations ‘to the military guards (& 107-115). 


(P'5 of 6 , Sasaki ot al, Case No. 315) 
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Defense asked the court to take judicial notice of various 

Pil affidavits from the record of U. S. vs Takahashi et al, Case Docket #120, 

and introduced in evidence extracts therefrom, including the direct testimony 

-and diary ef Major Fleming and Lt. Col. Walker, former Commanding. Offidérs of: 
Pts at) Hanawa, to show the numerous: inconsisteticies, distortions and 

” exaggerations, contained in affidavits taken’ from former P's thereby: 
attacking the credibility of suchevidence;' the temperate quality of treat-. 
ment given? PW's at’ Hanawa‘as contrasted to other PW Camps; the difficult task 
of. Japanese ‘civilian guards of little éducation and training in handling 

“American ‘PN's béealse of their makingering, thievery ‘and ‘disobedisnce ‘even: 

’ of orders of their own PY officers; cruelty of other guards at Hanawa; and 
the comparative leniency ‘of summary ’ptnishméents such as. slappings in contrast 
to confinement in the Japanese guardhouse (xs A, B, B, F, G) (R 25-33). 
Similar extracts introduced ‘from Tanaka, Case No. 182 and Tsuchiya, Case 
No. 158, (Exs C, D). = Ae 


Nail at ee wr mee. pote 


he Opinions 


The record is legally sufficient to support the findings of 
~-the commission. +The’ commission was constitited by propér authority and had 
jurisdiction over-the adcuged and of ‘the ‘oifenses alleged. There isi no. 
“evidence thataccused Sasaki was not sane at the time of the commission of - 

_ “the alleged: acts and at. the time. of the trial. The accused was goven a fair 
trial and'was represented by competent counsel. Ho ruling of the commission 
‘Was prejudicial to the substantial. ridits of the accused. r a 

co fs  Mecused was identified in-nineteen photographs: by former-PWts.-* - 

_ ~While/ it-isitrue that Sashki Had control: $f Seétion h-A and-Stewart was “in : 

‘Segtion eC, the sézregation of scctions applied onl}-within the mine ana? 


© assault on Stewart securred while on the mirch enroute to the mines ele 
hems ames as a i 2 = Bie ir a < wees < at om ; .* vem, > 6. : = oy . na Eo aaa 
a2 , ERaoc endaticis:: 2 oe 2 A ass fa oy oe eee oe a a et . ~ 
Fe 3 ee kee ee ene pt aes e i fe me ence 


Ree rT ae ee RR ar ae a ee 2A Sys : 
“J +. / Np requests: for “clemency have.been submitted. The. Sentence, 
. is legal and 48 not. considered excessive. -The accused Sasaki., was Bentenced-** - 


to confinement at hardsbabor “for. five (5) years... It_is recommended that _ 
the findings of the commission be gpproved.. °° =: Eee pene 
ier ha ee Ee ‘ ee ae leben F 
E 66, hotion: ~ 5; a : ' eh AR 
= mts 22 Ae form of action designed’ to carry into effect the above 
-recommenddtion is hereto attached. °2 9° 5. ° ae 


LAWRENCE E. JOHNSON 
Bee eats eat ae Peat! Gale Inf. 
Shape ad Raa De 7 a gee: Reviewer 
Judge Advocate Section - 


--' T eoncur in genéral, the five year sentence for proper conviction of 
.charges: involving a nusber. of. very severe beatings is considered lenient 
by comparison with those of other commissions in cases involving similar 
facts. . 


ALLAN Ry BRON 
Lt Col.. -- -JAGC + ch 
Army Judge Advocate 


ey, pia , 
(P60f 6 , Sasaki ¢t al, Case No. 315) 
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